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Occidental Community Council Minutes for November 21, 2009

PRESENT: Mary Black, David Benefiel, Donna Cates, Jeremy Hodgdon, Sherry Huss, Miekie Kahl, Fawn Nekton, Candi Penn, Kaye Martin, Heidi McNeal, Dominique Soileau, Mary Szecsey and Audrey Vorkoeper.  President Szecesy called the meeting to order at 10:35 am.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes from the October meeting were reviewed and approved.

GUESTS: a).  Audrey Vorkoeper and Donna Cates from Harmony ARK, and  b).  David Benefiel, Heidi McNeal and Mary Black from “Save The Occidental Community Center” or STOCC were present.   Notes under New Business.

MEMBERSHIP:  No updates.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS:  a).  The Salmon Creek School Winter Concert will be 12/9 at the school – and there will be fundraiser dinner ($10 tamale dinner) before the concert;  b).  Bob Burke’s event will be at the Union Hotel on 12/8.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  The November treasurer’s report is below.  

      WEB SITE:  a). OEP (Occidental Emergency Preparedness) page is up on the site with a link is now working on the web site.

· CRAFTS FAIRE:  a). VENDORS (Dominique) – everything is good to go on the vendor front – they will set up at 7:30am on Saturday and 9:00am on Sunday;  b).  FOOD (Kaye) – Ceres has requested a space for vending products (Dominique will make arrangements for this) and they have requested to see the kitchen in advance of the event (Kaye to arrange with Jeremy) – Ceres menu is below.  The Salmon Creek Student Council will run the Bake Sale – and anyone who would like to contribute baked goods can bring them to the Community Center on Saturday and/or Sunday morning.  Kaye will follow up with Taylor Maid about a coffee donation and Fawn with follow up with Wild Flour Bakery about a baked goods donation.   If both of these donations come through, we will provide complimentary coffee and treats to vendors during setup on Saturday morning;  c).  SIGNS (Fawn) – working with Jenny Mountjoy on creating and printing the signs.  A plan is in place for cutting and prepping the signs.  Additionally, a motion made and approved to increase the signage/promotion budget from $250 to $400 – the increase has been designated for printing more signs;  d).  RAFFLE (Candi) – any donations (cash, products or services) should be delivered to Candi no later than Saturday morning (9am on 12/12);  e).  PROMOTION (Sherry) – press release and community calendar listings have been completed.   Sherry to follow up with KOWS and get them promotional copy to read on the station in advance of the event;  f).  CASH BOX (Dominique) – will take care of getting a starting bank for the raffle cash box;  g). SETUP (all) – will take place on Thursday afternoon (12/10) starting at 3pm – everyone is welcome to participate;  h).  CRAFTS FAIRE SCHEDULE (if you have not signed up, we still need your help and would love for you to come and assist anytime during setup and the weekend):
SETUP – Thursday, 12/10:

3:00pm – Mary, Fawn, Mackenzie, Kaye and Dominique  (Mark Wiley and Jeremy to get some assistance from the Y)

4:30pm – Sherry, Candi
CRAFTS FAIRE – Saturday, 12/12:

7:30am – 11:00am – Dominique, Sherry, Mary and Candi  (Mark Wiley)

11:00am – 2:00pm – Fawn, Kaye and Candi

2:00pm – 5:00pm – Mary, Candi and Dominique

CRAFTS FAIRE – Sunday, 12/13:

9:00am – noon – Dominique, Mary, Kaye and Candi

noon – 3:00pm – Fawn, Candi

3:00pm – 6:00pm – Sherry, Mary, Fawn and Dominique
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:  A thank you note has been received from Sonoma County Regional Parks for our contribution made to resurface the tennis courts.

RESOURCE COMMITTEE:  A motion was made and approved to replenish The Health Center and The Harmony School Resource fund as well as handle a special request from the school.   Checks were issued to:

The West County Health Center Resource Fund for $500; Harmony School Resource Fund for $500 and a special school request (handled through Kaye Martin) for $150.   Three checks totaling $1,150 were delivered to the appropriate groups by Dominique Soileau.

PR & CORRESPONDENCE:  No updates.

NEW BUSINESS:  a).  Toys for Tots program – a motion was made and approved to contribute $200 to the program – Fawn will coordinate this effort;  b).  Harmony ARK Foundation request – Audrey and Donna attended and presented the OCC a proposal for providing financial assistance for the Playground Improvement Project spearheaded by the Harmony ARK Foundation.   Phase three of the project needs additional funds (they need to raise about $25,000 to complete this phase of the project – which involves the purchase of the play structure) and Harmony ARK has asked for assistance from the OCC.   We will review the request and meet on it during our next scheduled meeting (1/16/2010) and follow up with them shortly after the January meeting.   This is part of an overall fundraising campaign, and if others in the community would like to participate (donating funds, grant writing, fund raising, etc. – please contact the Harmony ARK team – www.harmonyark.org);  c).  STOCC Update – David, Heidi and Mary from the “Save The Occidental Community Center” provided an update on their plans and progress and shared their report that includes: an overview, objectives, timelines, strategies, tactics and supporting materials.  They have been meeting weekly and making progress.  They will present to the OCSD at their next meeting on 12/15 and will be present at The Occidental Holiday Crafts Faire (12/12 and 12/13) talking to the community and soliciting input and support.   They will circle back around with us after the first of the year and will get more specific on what they need from us, the OCSD, the Y and the community.  In the short term, we identified a couple immediate action items:

· STOCC table at The Holiday Crafts Faire (Dominique to coordinate with Dave)

· Provide Sherry with the Google calendar link for the OCC web site (Sherry will provide to Susan to post on our website – the schedule of classes/activities taking place at the OCC on a weekly basis) – DAVID to provide link to SHERRY

· Fawn suggested that they reach out to Camp Meeker (the OCC should be considered a resource for the area) – DAVID to follow up

· Fawn also suggested that they consider presenting at the next HUSD board meeting in December (12/17) – DAVID to follow up  

The progress that this committee has made over the past 2 months is amazing.  A special thanks to all of them for their hard work and support.  If anyone would like to get involved in this project, contact David Benefiel at: djbene@pacbell.net
SCHOOL:  a).  Alex Mountjoy has been appointed to the Harmony School Board for a one year term;  b).  Kaye Martin has taken over the drama and book groups at the school and a February comedy/mystery play is in the works – “A Haunting We Will Go”.

THE “Y:  a). Felicity is the Occidental Y After School Program Director that has been working at Salmon Creek School;  b). Candi Penn from OEP (Occidental Emergency Preparedness) has completed the Red Cross Training Program in “Managing A Shelter”.

HEALTH CENTER:  No updates.
COMMUNITY:  No updates.

Meeting was adjourned at noon.  

PLEASE NOTE:  There will be NO DECEMBER MEETING – a motion was made and approved to cancel the December meeting.  Our members will be focused on producing the Occidental Community Council Holiday Crafts Faire the weekend before.
Next meeting is Saturday, January 16th, 2010 at 10:30am at the Occidental Community Center

Ceres Menu for Occidental Holiday Crafts Faire

Pumpkin Coconut Curry Soup -- cup $3, bowl $4.50

 

Black Bean Chili with Butternut & Kale -- cup $3, bowl $4.50

    with sour cream, salsa

Quesadillas – Plain Cheese, cheese & caramelized onions & mushrooms, cheese and chicken, or all of these ($4, $5 or $6 with chicken)

    with sour cream, salsa

Organic Greens with balsamic vinaigrette or green goddess dressing $3.00

Sonoma Fall Greens with pears, goat cheese, candied pecans and dried cranberries  $5.00

 

Bagels with cream cheese $2.50

Gluten Free Almond Muffins $1.00

Chocolate Espresso Brownies $2.00

 

Coffee (12 ounce) $1.50

Tea (12 ounce) $1.50

Sparkling water/Martinellis Sparkling Cider ($1.50 each)
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